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Feedback that I receive from members indicates that some clubs are very locked down with the attitude ‘this is the way we have always done it’.   We are members of a wonderful international organisation and have great respect for our Lions ideals. As Lions in the 21st Century we will find ourselves responding to varying needs in our communities and we must never forget that our member’s needs must be considered too.  

A fellow governor has a wonderful theme that is ‘food for thought’ – ‘Remember the past, don’t live in it’.  
Here are the answers to some recent questions - 

A Lion asked if their club could occasionally vary the venue for Dinner Meetings or must they always meet at the times stated in the Lions Directory?
Of course it’s okay to vary the venue.  A change of scene can generate more enthusiasm and it’s an opportunity to do something different that appeals to your members. 
You may even like to try for a different night or time. 
Attendance at two dinner meetings a month is becoming too costly for our members.   Is it okay to have just one meeting per month?

We need to take into account our economic climate and keep costs for our members to a minimum. 
Consider holding alternate meetings at members’ homes.  Everyone can ‘byo’ or have something like a ‘soup and damper’ night.  Think about having breakfast in your Lions Park on a Sunday morning - this could be a fun option that could also be used as an opportunity to attract new members.  There’s no reason why you couldn’t simply meet over a cup of coffee. 
Discuss ideas with your members and be as innovative as you like.

Are there any concessions available for students who are members of a traditional Lions Club?

The student membership program provides students with the opportunity to join any Lions Club under a special student dues concession.  

All students enrolled in an educational institution between the ages of 18 – 30 are eligible.  Students must provide documentation verifying enrolment and age. 

LCI have reduced the international fee to half rate for students ie US$19.50 pa and they are exempt from entrance fees.
Refer to Student Member Flyer (STU-1).  You can find this at - http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/stu1.pdf
When does our President and our new board take office? 
All matters relating to Club Elections and the taking of office are governed by the Constitution which the Club adopted upon its incorporation.
 

The constitution which was adopted by all the Clubs who initially incorporated some years ago, and is still used today when new Clubs incorporate, is quite precise and is binding on the Clubs -
 

Article X- Elections, Section A, Sub-Section 5, states that the officers of the board shall be elected annually and shall take office on July 1st. 
The District Cabinet also takes office on July 1st.  However, the DG doesn’t take office until the rising of the international convention, because that’s when they take their oath of office.
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