
with their staff plans were put in place to promote a 
number of the initiatives and programs organised by 
V Districts. My thanks go to David Oakley who set up 
a display at Federation Square on behalf of the 
Districts and also provided the brief report herewith 
for the V Governors. 
 

άCŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜΣ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ 
by the ABC Radio to promote a "Day of Love", where 
they invited all the service clubs and charities to set 
up a display showing the projects we support - just 
for the love of it. We were all volunteers. We set up 
our display in a daffodil yellow Lions tent with the 
Lions logo on the roof and it certainly stood out 
among all the white tents. We promoted most of the 
larger Lions projects and some of the smaller ones, 
rostering our members in two hour shifts. A lot of 
interest was created, particularly amongst the 
lunchtime crowd and quite a few Christmas cakes 
ǿŜǊŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘΦέ 
Unfortunately due to the timing of the MD Council 
the Governors were unable to be in attendance at 
Federation Square. 
 

It was however with some disappointment that 
acting on advice from Malcolm McCann and following 
consultation with the District Executive I had to 
ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ hǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Adventure Park. I am 
aware that this would have caused issues for those 
clubs who had supported the program again this year 
but due to overall lack of support from Victorian 
Clubs I did not believe that V1-4 could justify 
underwriting what may well have been a shortfall of 
$9000-00. I had decided to visit the park for the 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
the clubs were still able to take groups of children to 
the Adventure Park facility. Their efforts provided a 
fun day for some 100 children. 
It will be necessary however to undertake a review of 
the project before decisions to manage it again on 
behalf of V Districts are made. The program in itself 
is, I believe quite cost effective however issues such 
as distance, travel time/costs and in some cases 
overnight accommodation maybe hampering uptake 
and support by clubs. I welcome input from members 
and clubs that could be passed onto a small 
committee which I feel should be put in place at our 
next Cabinet Meeting. 
 

November and December, as suggested by comments 
earlier in this report kept Llevelyse and I very busy 
with visits to Melbourne Market, Kangaroo Flat, 
Avoca, St Arnaud, Inglewood, Buninyong- Mt Helen, 
Melton, Heathcote, Lancefield-Romsey, Ascot Vale, 
Ballarat/Wendouree, Heidelberg- Warringal and 

Northcote. The visits also provided an opportunity to 
pass on awards to members that had come through 
either to me or the clubs and induct new members 
into the Lions family.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind clubs 
of the importance of keeping up to date with dues for 
both District and Lions International. With respect to 
the latter it is wise to pay these soon after they arrive 
as the recording of payment through the system can 
be slow which results in LCI indicating that clubs may 
be placed in suspension due to non payment. This 
will occur if accounts are overdue in excess of 150 
days. Also be mindful that payment needs to reflect 
the appropriate exchange rate. 
 

Thank you to all the clubs who have confirmed with 
the Cabinet Secretary my visit date, time and 
location. Whilst some of this information matches 
that in the Directory, definite confirmation would be 
appreciated. If any clubs are yet to do so would 
contact Graham as soon as possible as this greatly 
assists my planning and travel arrangements. 
 

 
DG Ross Wood. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District Governors Itinerary  

 

February 
  4 Essendon 

6 Trentham 

10 3rd  Cabinet  Meeting   Avoca 

11 Mt Bolton & District - Haddon 

14 Bendigo 

19 Greensborough 

20 Melbourne Chinese 

21 Harcourt & District 

22 Council Meeting 

23 Council Meeting 

24 Council Meeting 

28 Kyneton 
 

   

March 

  5 Charlton 

11 Eaglehawk 

12 Daylesford Hepburn Springs & Creswick 

13 Sea Lake, Culgoa & Ultima 

17 Bacchus Marsh 

19 Wedderburn 

24 Easter Procession,   Bendigo 

26 Brown Hill & Brown Hill Lioness 
 

 

 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   



 

Vale 

Audrey Muir wife of PDG John 
 
Jim Kerr   Bendigo Lions Club 

 
Up Dates 

 

Zone Chairman Frank Ward frankw44@bigpond.com 

 

Mal Qualtrough  Mobile 0401 7799 62 

 

 
 
Lions Children of Courage Awards .  
 
The presentation of the Awards will be at a 
ceremony held on Sunday May 4th 2008, the time 
and venue will be finalised following receipt of 
nominations. 
The Lions Children of Courage Awards is an 
extremely rewarding means of recognising these 
young people and at the same time promoting the 
Lions organisation within our community. Please 
consider this extremely worthwhile youth project, 
look around in your local community and I am sure 
you will find young people who deserve this 
recognition. The $50 nomination fee (which can be 
paid from your Club activities account) will cover 
all costs of the award ceremony where each 
recipient will receive a plaque and certificate. 
If you require further information or would like me 
to visit your Club to further explain the program, 
please get in touch. 
 
PDG John Thorpe 
District Chairman 
Lions Children of Courage Awards.  
 
Giving Recognition to a very special group of 
young children  

Introduction and purpose  

The Lions Children of Courage Awards are 
established as an important and extremely 
worthwhile annual project of Lions in Western 
Australia. The project was introduced in 1983 by 
District Governor Joe Mason to provide an awards 
program through which Lions Clubs in Western 
Australia could recognize a very special group of 
young Australians and their families. At the time 
there were many awards that recognized the 
achievements of young people, but children with 
ȰÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÎÅÅÄÓȱ ×ere not catered for. Since its 
modest beginnings, the Lions Children of Courage 
Awards has grown to be one of the most important 

ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ ,ÉÏÎȭÓ 
calendar 
 

The Program has been running successfully in both 
the former districts of V1 and V4 and the awards 
ceremonies proved to be a very rewarding 
occasion for all who were present, with the pride 
showing on the faces of the recipients and even 
more so their families and we look forward to 
many more ceremonies into the future 
 

What are the Lions Children of Courage Awards? 
 

The Awards program is NOT a competition. Every 
ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÁÎ Á×ÁÒÄ ÉÓ Á Ȱ×ÉÎÎÅÒȱ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÏÒ ÈÅÒ 
own right. Recognition of these young ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 
achievements will:- 
 

¶ Act as an encouragement for their future 
¶ Help them to believe in themselves and 
¶ Help to increase their self-worth  
 
All children just want to be accepted by others 
regardless of any special needs they may have. 
These awards will portray them as children 
who have successfully overcome additional 
barriers which face them in this world. 
The children who are to receive their award, 
together with their families and members of 
their nominating Club, will gather at a venue 
chosen for the presentation. 
As each child is called forward for the 
presentation, a short summary of the reasons 
for and eligibility for the award is read out. The 
recipient of the award then receives a plaque 
detailing the category under which the award is 
made. 
Nominations are forwarded through local 
Lions/Lioness Clubs for consideration and 
approval and are restricted to children 
between the ages of five and fifteen years. 

 
 
,ÉÏÎȭÓ (ÅÁÒÉÎÇ $ÏÇÓ 
 

IÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÏÎȭÓ (ÅÁÒÉÎÇ $ÏÇÓ 
work that is undertaken by the various Lion Clubs.  
Some clubs find it difficult to locate a deaf person 
willing to participate in this scheme.  My 
suggestion to this is to advertise this scheme in 
local or community newspapers or to advertise on 
local community radio.   
4ÈÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÈÅÌÐÓ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÏÎȭÓ (ÅÁÒÉÎÇ 
Dog scheme that is provided but also gives good 
ÁÄÖÅÒÔÉÓÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÅØÉÓÔÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÏÃÁÌ ,ÉÏÎȭÓ 
club. 
Fund raising suggestions to support the Hearing 
Dogs could be card nights or sausage sizzles. 

mailto:frankw44@bigpond.com


 

,ÉÏÎȭÓ (ÅÁÒÉÎÇ $ÏÇÓȡ 
The dogs are trained to recognise the following 
sounds: 
 Oven Timer, 
 Smoke Alarms, 
 Clocks, 
 Baby crying, 
 Telephone, and 
 Door bell. 
  

History 
,ÉÏÎȭÓ (ÅÁÒÉÎÇ $ÏÇÓ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÉÎ ρωψπ ×ÈÅÎ 
two Lions PDC Bob Allen and PDG Brian Cater were 
attending an International Lions Convention in the 
U.S.A.  They discovered the hearing dog training 
centre in Colorado.  On their  return to Australia it 
was put to the multiple district Convention in 
Canberra.  The Lions Clubs of Australia voted to 
fund this project. 
A property was acquired at Verdun in the Adelaide 
hills and Gale Gould from America came out for 
two years to help setup the hearing dogs program.  
4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÄÏÇ Ȱ!ÍÂÅÒȱ ×ÁÓ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÏÎÓ 
Club of Edwardstown and was delivered on 10th 
April 1982 to Mrs M Bragg at Paria Vista, Adelaide.  
3ÁÄÌÙ Ȱ!ÍÂÅÒȱ ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ ρωωυȢ 
 

Tra ining Centre  
The training centre is managed by PCC Bill Holme 
and employs 6 full time staff, 1 part time trainer at 
our training centre that is located at Verdun.  The 
staff consist of a Kennel manager who looks after 
the kennels area.  Four part time staff perform the 
kennel managers position over the weekends.  The 
dogs are selected from R.S.P.C.A. and put through a 
rigorous test over about 20 minutes with about 1 
in 6 being selected. 
The selected dogs are placed in quarantine kennels 
for about 3 weeks.  Then training starts taking 
them on regulars trips to shopping complexes, 
buses and trains.  Once decided on an applicant 
who is worthy for an interview the centre looks for 
a local Lions club. 
Regrettably, clubs have been least successful in 
making the assessment.  Clubs often are more 
concerned by getting involved in the project than 
in making a honest assessment.  For example, a 
hearing dog will not work in an environment 
where there is a pet dog but other animals are okay 
as dogs are pack animals.  The fact that is a person 
and not another dog is still trying to become the 
boss.  Contrary to the popular opinion the majority 
of our recipients are not located by Lions Clubs. 
 

However, we want to emphasize that the primary 
aim of this Lions project is to place dogs with those 
in your community who are not as lucky as we are 

and whose lives are radically change by having a 
Lions Hearing Dog. 
 

In 1996 a new banner patch for major supporters 
clubs qualify for this patch by donations over a 2 
year period.  If a club donates $1000 and wishes to 
b e credited towards a future sponsorship fee then 
the supporters patch is not granted.  But, if clubs 
do want to get involved fund raising Lions are our 
eyes and ears, our membership of which has been 
shrinking. 
 

For furtÈÅÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÏÎȭÓ (ÅÁÒÉÎÇ $ÏÇÓ 
please contact  
 

Lion Dirk on phone number 03 9747 8515. 

 
 
Australian Lions Pin Trading Club, 
 

The AL.P.T.C. has decided to strike a set of three (3) 
pins to raise funds for Campaign SightFirst ll. I have 
taken the liberty to send to you, our approved 
artwork for your information and circulation. 
  

It is expected the sets of pins will be available early in 
February and will sell for $10.00 for the set of three. 
  
  

P.D.G. Lance Leak, 
Secretary, 
Australian Lions Pin Trading Club, 
189 Kingston Road, 
Port Pirie, South Australia, 5540. 
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