YOUTH OF THE YEAR

National Tour of the 2006-2007 State winners

Grace Southwell
T District
Wow! What an experience Lions Youth of the Year has been. From club rounds, to the national final, and the highlight of my YOTY experience, the national tour. Although I was unable to attend the full tour, my time spent travelling around Australia with the other state winners was an amazing experience and one that I will never forget.

I joined the other YOTY in Emily’s hometown of Perth. My first night in Perth was spent watching the sun set at Cottesloe Beach (something Emily was very keen to tell us definitely did not happen in the eastern states), meeting the very generous Lions, and making up for lost time with my fellow YOTY.

There were many highlights in Perth including on day two of the Western Australian leg morning tea with the staff at NAB, a relaxing tour of Kings Park and a lovely evening meal with the Claremont-Nedlands Lions on the Swan River foreshore.

The following day we travelled to near by Mandurah to the home of the Walkers for a boat trip of the Mandurah canals, and a speed boat ride with National Leo Co-ordinator Peter Lamb. We were all surprised that Peter still had his hearing after the amount of squeals produced by the girls. 

One aspect of the National tour that was closely documented and never failed to entertain was the people we met along the way. Namely our tour guide at the Fremantle jail, who made sure the tour was as entertaining, as it was historically interesting. Whilst in Fremantle for the day we also visited the Fremantle markets and the maritime museum.

Although feeling quite tired after our adventures in Perth we were all excited about our day trip to Rottnest Island on our last full day in Perth. Peter Lamb was again very generous (or perhaps the only on brave enough!) to accompany us on this trip. Our day was spent riding bicycles, swimming and generally exploring rottenest island. An exhausted group of YOTY returned to Perth an enjoyed a relaxing meal at Emily’s house.

The next morning we were all sad to leave Perth. The generosity of the O’Keeffe family as well as many Lions of the Claremont-Nedlands club, in particular Frank and Meg Stratico made our time in Perth a great deal of fun. All YOTY left Perth with many good memories of Perth. We all enjoyed Perth so much it was even decided as the destination of choice for our one-year YOTY reunion!

We arrived in Adelaide greeted by a very excited Radowicz family and equally excited Balaklava Lions club members. After a quick lunch we were transported by mini-bus to Lucy’s hometown of Balaklava, about one hours drive from Adelaide. We all enjoyed Kossie’s guided tour of the journey. We were all looking forward to ‘going rural’ for a few days. Our first evening was spent at the Balaklava sports centre, a chance to meet the local lions club members, local government representatives and staff from the NAB. We were all a little travel weary that night so after our routine photographic session we were grateful for the chance to catch up on a little bit of sleep.

Our rest did not last long. The next morning it was back to Adelaide on the bus for morning tea with local MP Steven Griffiths, shopping in Rundle mall. We were fortunate enough to have the opportunity to have a tour of the Festival centre and behind the scenes of the musical Miss Saigon. After our behind the scenes tour we were then able to watch the show from our own private box. That afternoon we all enjoyed a jet boat ride at Glenelg and dinner by the seaside. 

The next day was our opportunity to ‘go rural’, we were given a tour of Balco and a broad acre farm, and were given the opportunity to have a ride on a header. This experience was thou roughly enjoyed by all, thanks in particular must go to Mike Wood for his expert knowledge in this area.

We all enjoyed a relaxing day at the local pool, wandering the streets of Balaklava, and a delicious evening meal at the Radowicz family home.

The following day we visited a large Hydroponics tomato house and fully automated dairy, another experience many of the YOTY would never have had the opportunity to experience if it weren’t for the national tour. That evening we all thoroughly enjoyed a meal at Balaklava Lions Club president Kevin Bubner’s home. 

After the Adelaide leg of the National tour, I had to return home to Tasmania, and unfortunately didn’t meet up the other YOTY until they arrived in Launceston a little over a week later.

After the experience of fighting for your luggage of the back of a trailer at Launceston airport the YOTY travelled the whopping distance of ten minutes into Launceston city to my house, we had a relaxing afternoon with a trip to the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery, dinner and a competitive game of Articulate.

The following day we met at the Cataract Gorge for sightseeing and a stroll along the boardwalk to the seaport for lunch before our very interesting tour of the Beaconsfield Gold mine. That evening we had dinner with Lions from various clubs around Tasmania, hosted by my very supportive club Windmill Hill Lions.

The next phase of our whirlwind tour of Tasmania was a drive down to Hobart through the midlands towns of Ross, Campbell Town and Richmond. We met the Hobart Town Lions Club members upon arrival in Hobart and enjoyed a cruise of the Derwent River and nibbles on board Robert Hazel’s boat. We thoroughly enjoyed our meal at the iconic Mures restaurant although we all felt a little down, as it was to be our last night spent together. 

After a few tears, lots of hugs, and the promise of an email at least once a month we said goodbye and spent our last night of the tour with our once again very generous host families.

The Lions Youth of the Year experience has been one that Emily, Josh U, Hannah, Josh A, Chelsea, Lucy and I will never forget. We have been lucky enough to form friendships with each other that I’m sure will last for a very long time. We have even promised to try and have a reunion once every summer (Augusta had better watch out!). 
I personally would like to thank everyone involved in the competition right from the Club level. The Lions Youth of the Year competition is so valuable to those who experience it and I would urge every Lions Club to continue to promote the competition throughout schools in their local areas.
The YOTY competition is further evidence of the amazing generosity of Lions Clubs throughout the World. I know my fellow YOTY would agree with me in saying that we cannot thank the Lions Club organisation enough for the opportunities that it has presented us with, we can only hope that we have been good ambassadors for the competition.
In conclusion I look forward to staying involved with the YOTY competition now and into the future, good luck to this years state winners, I hope that you enjoy the competition as much as I have.

