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It is with great pleasure that I am writing this report on the Youth of the Year National Tour for 2008. I am extremely grateful and humbled to be given the chance to travel with the Youth of the Year State Winners. The opportunity to travel with them through the winner’s home cities has been the greatest experience of my life. We spent 35 days travelling the country, and have all returned home with amazing memories which we shall never forget. It was an honour and a privilege to represent Leos as Leo of the Year on this unbelievable journey.
Without a doubt, the one thing I enjoyed most about the National tour was spending time with the Youth of the Year winners. Each and every one of them was remarkable in their own way, and I commend Lions Clubs involved in Youth of the Year for selecting such fine ambassadors of the youth. It was the greatest pleasure travelling with them, and we have definitely formed friendships that will last a very long time.
I thoroughly enjoyed every second of our time spent travelling. I especially loved the chance to socialize with a diverse range of Lions from across the country. It really did open my eyes to how the desire to serve and a community spirit is still alive in our society. Each Lion, Lions Lady and Lioness had their own story, thoughts and opinions. It was lovely to observe that when it all comes down to it, all members of the Lions family were all together for a common purpose. We Serve. That was something truly admirable. On a side note, Lions have been well-trained, as the barbeques we regularly had were awesome!
The hospitality of the Lions in each state was phenomenal. I express my sincere gratitude to all the families which hosted me over the 35 days. They were efficient, organised, accommodating and most welcoming. The tour wouldn’t have been anywhere near as fun, were it not for the Lions who so readily took us into their care. Meals were provided as needed, the beds were comfortable, and it was always wonderful to have freshly washed clothes. Furthermore, I greatly appreciate how willingly the host families would drive my fellow travellers and I to each of our destinations. Along with this, the host families were pleasant and friendly. It is a great relief to be staying with a family who would chat to you, look after you, and go out of their way to make sure you were comfortable. For this, I am extremely grateful. 
The activities we undertook were beyond words. When the itinerary was sent out to us, I was shaking my head in disbelief at some of the activities we were going to do! I had to ask whether interest in extreme-sports was a pre-requisite for being a Lion? The activities we participated in were all once in a lifetime experiences. To be honest, I highly doubt any of the group would’ve ordinarily done such activities on their own accord. 
The chance to step outside my comfort zone was something I really appreciated. Never in my life would I have independently decide to take a bike ride around Rottnest Island, climb the Harbour Bridge in Sydney or go on the extreme rides at theme parks in the Gold Coast. Having the opportunity to do things I wouldn’t normally do, was not only exciting and nerve-wracking, but rewarding and enjoyable. As I said in my National Leo of the Year speech at last year’s convention, I aim to not let opportunity pass me by. This trip provided endless opportunities, of which I was more than willing to experience. 
To keep it short and sweet, I could dot-point the activities which I most enjoyed on the tour:
· Sydney, NSW:
· The Light Plane Trip around Sydney
· Swimming at Bondi Beach

· Spending New Years Eve at a VIP area under the Harbour Bridge

· The Motorcycle Ride to Wollongong

· Going White Water Rafting

· Gold Coast, Qld:
· Dreamworld

· Wet’n’Wild

· Dracula’s Show & Dinner

· Going up Q1 Tower
· Perth, WA:
· King’s Park in Perth

· Visiting Mandurah

· Rottnest Island

· Fremantle (especially the jail)

· Adelaide/Balaklava, SA:
· Seeing Miss Saigon at the Festival Centre

· Rundle Mall

· Visiting a Broad Acre farm
· The Hel-ova jet boat ride

· The chance to stop and breathe!
· Canberra, ACT:
· By luck, meeting Kevin Rudd!
· The National Gallery

· Old Parliament House

· The Australian War Memorial

· The cruise on Lake Burley Griffin

· Melbourne, Vic:
· The Australian Open

· Seeing Priscilla Queen of the Desert
· The Australia Day Breakfast

· St Kilda Beach

· Launceston/Hobart, Tas:
· Beaconsfield Mine & Museum
· Visiting Cataract Gorge

· The Boat ride on the Derwent River

Along the way, it was great fun comparing and contrasting the states. Experiencing beaches in every state was interesting, and even Lions vary from state to state! Or maybe just their football allegiances… In amongst my 2000 photographs, I took pictures of the licence plates from across Australia. Queensland claiming to be the ‘Sunshine State’, when we were blessed with rain during the trip, whilst Victoria is ‘The Place to Be’… 

It seems so little to write the words down now, but the whole experience was unforgettable. I express my deepest gratitude to the Lions Clubs of Australia for allowing myself and the Youth of the Year winners to undertake such memorable experiences. 

We often heard Lions say they’re confident for the future because the future was in the hands of youth like ourselves. Though we heard this more than once, it never lost meaning. Such a compliment was extremely humbling. We were so touched to be recognized in such a way. It was so inspiring to be appreciated for our efforts. But ultimately - it is the Lions who deserve the recognition. Their amazing work has made opportunities like Leos and Youth of the Year possible. The experiences we’ve had have no doubt changed our lives. 
In conclusion, I would once again like to thank Lions, particularly those involved in projects such as Leos and Youth of the Year, for their outstanding commitment to the youth, and for providing opportunities. In particular, to the Lions who hosted me throughout the tour, to the clubs which we visited and to the members who took us around their cities - thank you. Finally, a heartfelt thank you to Multiple District Youth of the Year Chairman, Adrian Miles, Travel Coordinator Bruce McLeod, and their excellent board of State Chairmen. Without your organisation and effort, none of the tour would have been possible. Thank you, so very much.
