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Since returning from National Tour, I’m often asked “What was the best thing about your trip?” and without a moment’s hesitation I reply “The people”. Truly, while we climbed the Sydney Harbour Bridge, cycled around Rottnest Island, met Prime Minister Rudd and experienced just about everything else Australia has to offer, the one thing I know will always stay with me is the camaraderie that grew between myself and my new friends. 
As we travelled the country we, (that is 6 law students and a medical student) had so much in common that we couldn’t help but have the time of our lives and instantly become close friends, learning about Australia and each other. 
We learnt that Emily O’Keeffe from Western Australia, for example, is capable of sleeping almost anywhere. After getting to bed at 3:30am after spending a spectacular New Years Eve under the Harbour Bridge we were all exhausted before our breathtaking motorcycle ride to Wollongong with the Menai Lions. For most of us, hurtling along at 110km an hour on the back of a motorbike was an excellent wake-up call, but Emily managed to fall asleep while gripping the bike, alarming her driver when her helmet thudded against his back. Needless to say we were all suitably impressed with Emily’s fearlessness!

Chelsea Burgis from New South Wales certainly made the most of activities we were fortunate enough to experience. Climbing the Sydney Harbour Bridge was in a word thrilling, however we were all thankful for the harnesses attaching us firming to the railing as our tour guide, Mike, serenaded us with the Grease soundtrack and Queensland’s Joshua Underwood cheerfully waved his handkerchief at tourists passing by. As we began our descent of the Bridge, Chelsea decided that a much better view of the scenery could be achieved by leaning over the railing, while we all cautioned her with “Please Chelsea, do not stick your head over!” and admired her courage.   

We visited Dreamworld on the Gold Coast in early January, and if you heard someone screaming, it was probably Leo of the Year, Hannah Bellwood. She was the loudest but we all screamed our lungs out on the Claw and the Tower of Terror! Almost as loud was my shriek when I saw a cane toad on the front porch and brave Townsvillian Hannah shoed it away for me- Thank you again Hannah!
In between our numerous adventures and exploits there was constant laughter and jokes (contributed to largely by Joshua Underwood) but also respect and consideration for each other. I believe this spirit made the National Tour all the more rewarding for everyone and encouraged us all to speak our minds and learn from one another as we debated topical issues, shared our life experiences and planned our futures as we waited for our university lives to begin. Throughout the tour I also noticed our group changing as we became more comfortable with each other, even to the point of sharing clothing, eating off each other’s plates and knowing exactly what each other were thinking without words. With National Tour now over I think about the experiences we shared and miss talking to every one of my travelling companions, and good friends. I look forward to the reunion we will have next year and can’t wait to see everyone again, as I know that despite living such a long way from each other, our friendship will be just as strong in twelve months time.
Supporting us all the way around the nation were the hosting Lions Clubs of Menai, Southport, Claremont-Nedlands, Balaklava, Belconnen, Footscray and Windmill Hill. These clubs, through their obvious generosity in hospitality and time, showcased the best of their regions and succeeded in tailor-making the perfect Australian experience, and exhausting everyone completely. I sit here remembering sleeping all the way to, and from the Blue Mountains, and waking up in the nick of time to go white water rafting, then waking up the next day ready for the another adventure. This was not by any means unusual, but essential to enjoy the wide range of activities that were planned for us.     

Without a doubt, the greatest experience in my life has been the Youth of the Year Quest. It has broadened my horizons and shaped the person I will become in a positive way, and I know that this adventure will always be with me through the friends I have made, both Lions and my companions, and the experiences I have gained. I wish all young people could be as fortunate as I have been through my involvement with the Lions Youth of the Year Quest.    
