YOUTH OF THE YEAR

National Tour of the 2007-2008 State winners

Edward Miller
N Districts

National Winner
An all expenses paid trip around the whole of our country, with five other people who could well be family if they didn’t all live in different states. 

Staying with the warmest, most down to earth people you could imagine, all of whom have fascinating stories to tell after a long history of service to their communities. 

Seeing amazing locations not as tourists, but through the eyes of locals – being truly immersed in the subtly different cultures of each state.

Quite simply, National Tour is something that has to be lived, to be believed. 

How do you fit the best five weeks of your life into a single page? You can’t.

How do you relate the friendship, emotion, excitement and empowerment that mark national tour as such a unique experience for someone my age? You can’t.

How do you come back to uni, and work, with the same old perspective of the world, and of yourself? You can’t.

From the fireworks in Sydney on New Years Eve, to the screams of thrill seekers at Dreamworld in Queensland. From  the natural beauty of Rottnest Island in Western Australia to the startling red earth of South Australia. From circular town planning in Canberra to the artistic graffiti in the winding alleyways of Melbourne, to the vibrancy of the Salamanca markets in Hobart. This country has so much to offer.

I left home thinking that this was a once in a lifetime trip to see Australia, and learn what Australia is truly all about – I returned realising just how small we all are, and how very, very big this country is.  

Getting through Year 12 and all its attending obligations was a breeze with the motivation of an entirely planned holiday waiting at the end. And we weren’t disappointed.

If I had to pick one experience that encapsulates Tour, it would be our first full day in Queensland, spent four-wheel driving along a 70km beach with waves crashing right next to the car. As P-platers, Jason, Michael and I were allowed to drive the cars along the beach ourselves – a truly awesome experience! At the end of the beach we made the steep climb to the lighthouse, to look back upon the beach front we’d just conquered, the views were breath-taking. 

From there we had an off-road drive to get to Rainbow Beach – a beach with naturally different coloured sands, and  a trip up to “The Blow” – a valley filled with sand to create a plateau high above the sea, with steeply sloped sides for us to roll down. 

…And watching Ditza struggle back up the sand hill was also fun, albeit,  just a little mean.

That was just one day, in a trip that lasted five weeks. That is just one of countless unforgettable memories. I sincerely hope that Lions Australia continues to provide this opportunity for years to come. There is no better programme run by any service organisation in Australia, that can compare to the focus Lions places on the youth of today. Thankyou Lions, for giving me something I will forever treasure and hold onto.
