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On December 30 the tour began in New South Wales, we then flew north to sunny Queensland before moving west to Perth. South Australia was our next destination, before making our way to the nation’s capital. Tasmania then followed before finishing our tour in Victoria, on the second of February 2010.
What a phenomenal experience it was! We surfed the fine waves of Newcastle and sandboarded the dunes of Stockton. We toured Lake Macquarie and swam off the Fraser Coast. We farmed mangos in Hervey Bay and saw the sights of Noosa. We cruised the canals of Mandurah and dined in King’s Park. We ventured across Penguin Island and went under Freemantle. We bowled in the heart of Adelaide and saw the beauty of the Barossa. We camped at Victor Harbour and made it to the mouth of the Murray. We dined atop of Black Mountain and talked across Lake Burleigh Griffin. We saw the parliament and the War Memorial, the High Court too. We shopped in Salamanca and climbed Mt Wellington. We hiked to Wineglass Bay and made our way through Port Arthur. We travelled to Port Napean and to the London Bridge. We trekked the Mornington Peninsula and Arthur’s Seat as well. So much more we did, but I haven’t the time to tell.
For five weeks, for 35 days, for 840 hours, we travelled this nation. From north to south, from east to west, we saw the spectacular sights of this land and met the profound people who inhabit it.
So, what have I come to realise after the experience? What have I learnt after 6 states, after 1 dozen local government areas, after 18 barbeques, after 4 time zones, after 8 host families, 19 lions clubs, 10 district governors, 1 council chairman, after  touring 14, 175km by air, land and sea?
I’ve discovered for myself that we are indeed the lucky country. Lucky to have our landscape, lucky to have our resources, lucky to have our population, but we are lucky above all else to have a great notion of community and lucky beyond everything to have the Lion’s of Australia to foster that special sense of something.
I am forever beholden and eternally grateful to and for your organisation. My mere words lack the capacity to capture my true appreciation, nothing I posses could repay the debt I owe to Lionism and you who embody it.
I’d like to conclude this report with a story I told the very first time I competed in the Youth of the Year Quest:
It’s the story of a religious scholar who commenced a study on the different churches of the world. He began his research at the local house of worship and to his amazement, inside this church was a golden telephone mounted on the wall, underneath this phone was a sign reading “$50,000 a call”. Intrigued, the scholar asked a nearby nun what the telephone was used for. The nun replied that it was a direct line to heaven and that, for $50,000, you could talk to God. The scholar thanked the nun and went along on his journey, for the next 18 months the scholar travelled all around the world visiting countless churches and cathedrals. And at all of them was a golden telephone with a “$50,000” per call sign beneath it.
The pattern continued from Africa to Asia, from Europe to America, until the scholar finally reached Australia. Upon his arrival, he went to the nearest church he could find. And, as expected mounted on the wall was the same golden telephone. But to his great surprise the sign beneath it read only 17 cents. The scholar was shocked by this finding so he ran over to the residing priest and asked, "Father, I have travelled all over the world and I have seen the same golden telephone in all churches but at each church the price was $50,000 per call. Why down under is it a mere 17 cents?" The priest smiled and he said, "You’re in Australia now, son, down here it's a local call." 
And there you have it. What better confirmation, this is a God's country. 

Thanks for the chance to see it. 

