YOUTH OF THE YEAR

National Tour of the 2008-2009 State winners

Merredith Cully
W Districts
YOTY; ‘Your Opportunity for a Terrific Y-experience’: otherwise known as the Lions Youth of the Year; is a fantastic opportunity which I had the absolute privilege of being a part of.

It all began back in February of 2009 when I competed in the first round of the competition at my local Lions club; the Claremont/Nedlands Lions. Little did I know at the time what an adventure I had before me, the skills and confidence I would gain, nor the friends and memories I would make.

This fantastic journey began on one warm afternoon in February 2009, with my club final of which I was very surprised to be declared the winner due to some tough competition from a rival school. From then on, each round was a new challenge, in which the demand grew at each stage. But they were challenges which I willingly accepted and devoured and after each, I was only always hungry for more! 

The National Tour was a fantastic culmination and celebration of a fantastic few months of hard work and the challenges of YOTY as well as a time to get to know some fellow likeminded young people of Australia. We saw and experienced some of this great nation we call Australia, as well as getting to show-off our own haunts and homes.

Although I was only able to experience three destinations of the tour due to a previous commitment of student exchange; Perth (WA), Hervey Bay (Qld) and Newcastle (NSW) were places where I had the time of my life, a barrow-full of new experiences and memories which I shall treasure forever. I swam in a freshwater lake on Fraser Island and held a giant python near Hervey Bay, sand boarded and surfed in Newcastle and went on a Tunnel Tour of Fremantle Goal and visited the Fairy Penguins of Penguin Island in Perth.  

For the entire trip we were supported by, spoilt by and privileged to meet and talk to dozens of Lions Club Members. I would like to thank each and every Lion who allowed us to live in their house, fed us, washed our clothes, transported us and treated us as one of their own. The wonderful communities of people opened their arms and hearts to the Youths of the Year as we travelled the country. We were allowed the opportunity to experience wonderful Lions dinners and BBQs, to meet Presidents, Members and District Governors, and to take part in representing a wonderful organisation. 

The Youth of the Year competition is a unique opportunity as it allows the youth of Australia to have the freedom to express their opinions and thoughts within an extremely supportive and welcoming environments. It was very special to be able to talk to people whose ears and minds were always willingly open. Within this group of YOTYs I was never bored, never without conversation, a laugh nor a game of cards.  There was always someone to talk to, always someone willing to have a laugh; a joy which was never in short supply.

(PTO)

It was a privilege to hear from the minds of our future leaders to discuss topical issues such as Climate change, Gay Marriage and Abortion, as well as to talk of school, politics and whose state has the better football team, or State catch-phrase; exchanging stories, experiences and opinions.

I have never before gone to bed every day so happy, so exhausted, nor in such great anticipation for the next day. I have never before felt so impassioned, so engaged, nor so inspired by my peers. You can be sure that the future of Australia is in the most wonderful, amicable, capable and generous hands and that big things will come from each and every participant. 

The Lions Youth of the Year competition and Tour was one of the most rewarding experiences of my life. There was never a dull moment and never a moment which was not a privilege. YOTY was an opportunity which cannot be compared to any other, a truly uniquely rewarding experience, supported by one of most caring, welcoming and active organisations of the world. 

Thank you to every person and every Lion who made this journey possible; especially my host club; Claremont-Nedlands Lions in Western Australia.

The highlight you may ask? Well, remember those fellow likeminded people? 

I now call them my friends.

